Physician use of hospitals: effects of physician, patient, and hospital characteristics.
This paper examines the determinants of hospital utilisation in one county. In contrast to previous studies, the paper examines the physician rather than the patient as the key decision-maker. Specifically, the paper assesses the impact of several physician, patient, and hospital characteristics on the probability of admitting to a hospital, the volume of the physician's admissions at the hospital, and the concentration of the physician's admissions at the hospital. Distance from the physician's office to the hospital exerts the strongest and most consistent effects. The results are interpreted in light of several theoretical and research perspectives on physician behaviour.